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Jt necessary, he, smﬁhn Tnlive
arka will be fenced; lﬁ*kce?) b the
' fokes and raccoons’ which. along!
' whth flood tides, owls. hawks, and|
g dogs, Pillage™ the “uskrat|
s, the two-story, grass houses)
.»lltﬂe aquatlc rddents, bulld iny
T[%rass. e
x"@gpe@ ﬁmﬁ&’ﬁ“’% thc fux\
ehid _coon a5 particular encmics,
L+ that off the tops of the beds.
|t ‘Yhe young muskrats not eaten|
i the predators drown when tha
“dntic mother drags them dowi] CPYRGHT
; 1 he escape well into the atlcam1
i lhnd an entire litter is lost. ‘
Mr. Apbott said the musl\ratw
harket is on the u glade, ‘but;
] k| || frhere we ‘vsed fo trap 1housands,
e brééklsh ma\shes | hve now only get hundreds.”
He said he plans to- puild 2
’ as Tle“ 'gﬁﬁ =~ -and. why?i| [nigh bank along’ the ditch, claim-
‘ %t fecl thel]|ing that a bank is the best pro[
wnge- e e | |coction @ mwskrat car. get. Mr.
-~ all for-|| Abbott said the animal digs an\
iret in-f|underwater entrance up into the\
|
\

eies . and  surveys,| mud and establishes a concealed
nest.

“Banks are one of our blg an-|
swers,” Mr. Abbott said. ‘Butl
we just don't know why theyi
aren't breeding. The rats we
catch are big apd hcalthy, but

ve- decided to “try: -4 -practical
Bioaen to ‘Fehabilitatio _of the

Ation
1he mefi, M. ‘Baker Rob
oty o msimfritsstoner-elect

,, d 3 ‘5-acre test marsl|
ackﬁlﬁt‘er Rlver, in th ' they have very few young.’
i . te said, loo, thal he feels

Y ipuskrats  live in  sever-year!
| cycles, seven years of vigorous
| breeding, seven years at a stand-

' still and seven years on the down-,

grade.

Prpmber, " Elihu Abbot
~who } is ‘Blso the national muskrd
;Yslsmmri% c'ﬁamp‘m they plan

et ig gkeat propagatiqf|
»gontdit 1’{5 m"‘ﬁh effort to lure tht
sh rabbit back!

Kept Going Down ‘

* After their peak period, they
started down and kept going, M
Abbott said, while their enemxes
foxes and coons, flourished.

The flood tide problem appeared%
when the water swept over the
n| marshes and failed to drain of[i
" quickly enough. The plants. on}
[ which muskrats fed became pok
;i luted by excess salt and the ani- i
¢ mals moved on, seeking new food
i+ supplies. -

1 Where they went, nobody seems
ey ﬁ ‘Geen Hurt to know. “They: just disappeared
v ns bdld ‘That the'log of: in. the hush, like the Roanoke

; muskxéf“‘iﬁ’”ﬂ‘“‘éhestel*’s . colonists,” said Mr. Andrews.

“ploye T
the State Jlroller s office.
ga“‘&;%ﬁhs gaid " the.
skl ‘%ch “wras “ahout 50,
\v ereaq ¥ “the - peak, 10 °
1930’s, the tfapping’ of 500 000
ls was Fpofuatsmal. Ty

oy He Q‘QTG wiiuskrats once Jro- . He hopes that creation of idealf
i g for dozens of [ull+ breeding - grounds will go a long
e ter-there | jare. WaY toward solving the problem ‘
ahi sertme: || «ye think that once. we proveqy |
T Anfrev W 4oyt ained hat our tlieories, the farmers and
Mf thot RS xﬁ’a‘&hmcry will g 2 marsh OWHErs will ‘follow suit oy

- cnl- their lands,” Mr. Andrews said.

difch thr Giigh the marsh
Sitea - 60-foot-wide
~es will radiate
“tpprovitic the

\ Mr. Andrews, in 1938, foundeg !
" the Cambridge Outdoor Show &l
! which Mr. Abbott won his mus}
" rat-skinning: champlonslnp
Mr. Robbins is president of the!!
- CGnfest, which attracts partig-|’
_pats from many states, but paf-|
bl plarly from Maryland afdi!
hana where the muskrat Ip-|:
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